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Compressed Air Energy Storage 

The section on energy storage falls short because it does not cover Compressed Air Energy 
Storage (CAES) sufficiently. The fact is that CAES is a proven mechanical energy storage 
technology that is large-scale and can be operated as long-duration. R&D are needed to develop 
ways to feasibly implement CAES in California.  
 
Given California's large inventory of abandoned natural gas fields (which to the report's credit 
are mentioned in the context of downhole heat exchangers in the geothermal section), we have an 
enormous opportunity to re-purpose natural gas reservoirs for CAES. This type of CAES is 
porous media CAES with compressed air stored in the pore space of the rock as opposed to 
cavern CAES which is carried out in large cavities/caverns in salt-dome geological 
environments.  
 
Please see the attached document that fully outlines the enormous opportunity in California for 
CAES. And feel free to reach out to me for more information. 

Additional submitted attachment is included below. 
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Sticky Note
I think we need to have the GWh/yr label along the x-axis. 
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Sticky Note
Make this equation be as follows: 

10 GWh/day * 365 day/y = 3600 Gwh/yr = 3.6 TWh/yr

cmoldenburg
Cross-Out

cmoldenburg
Inserted Text
bulk




